FLASH Literary Research

Name: ___________________________  Date: ________ 

Instructor: ______________________________________

Librarian Signature: _____________________________

This guide is designed to assist students in locating information in TCC or other area libraries. Since some literature resources are not available online, a trip to a local library to use print resources may be required. If you have questions about this guide or resources please review the instructions page or Ask a Librarian. Begin from LRC's home page www.tcc.edu/lrc/index.htm.  Use our literature subject guide to assist you in your research.  For more information, the Literature Resource Center database provides a Guided Tour that demonstrates the steps in the literary research process.
YOUR TOPIC (Author/Title of literary work/Topic) ______________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. What general information do you already know about your topic?

a. Author’s gender?  Male  Female

b. Literary genre?  Short story, poetry, drama, novel, autobiography, other ____________________

c. Nationality?  American, British, Spanish, African-American, other ________________________

d. Time Frame? Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, 14th Century, 17th Century, Contemporary, other ______________________________________________________________________________

e. Other terms?  For example: Criticism, Bibliography, Biography, Encyclopedias, Characters, Correspondence, Plot, Revolutionary War, Civil Rights Movement ______________________________________________________________________________

2. Write key concepts and words that describe the information you need: 

_________________________   _________________________   _________________________

3. Truncation and Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT, ADJ) help you search efficiently. For example Poet? AND (death OR dying).  Poet? in TCC’s catalog will find poet, poets, poetry, and poetic.  Truncation symbols vary.  Using AND, OR, NOT and truncation, write one search statement for your topic: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

Many libraries have electronic resources especially useful for literature research.  These indexes and databases may duplicate or overlap in coverage and contain full text and/or citations, but each is unique in arrangement and format.  By using different databases you will increase your skills finding valuable citations. 
 An excellent source is the Literature Resource Center database that includes literary criticism, biographies of authors, overviews of topics and works, reviews, news, primary sources and literary works. That database and other literature sources are listed on the literature subject guide on the LRC homepage.
4. Using one of the library databases on our literature subject guide, find a citation for your topic.  Hint: Explore the advanced search options.  Also, when doing searches in some databases you may be able to limit your search to full text articles.  But be careful, many good articles for literature are not available online or they may be full text in one database but not the one you are currently using.
Your MLA citation for electronic resources includes the name of the database you used
____________________________________________ and the date of use_____________.

citation: _________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

5. To gather reliable information you need to evaluate your sources for reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

i. Does your article cite the author’s name?

Yes     No

ii. Does your article cite a publisher?


Yes     No

iii. Are references cited at the end of the article?

Yes     No

iv. Is the article intended for college students?

Yes     No

v. Is the writing style clear and organized?

Yes     No

vi. Is the article relevant to your topic?


Yes     No

6. Many books contain wonderful essays on literary topics. Use the Essay & General Literature Index, print or electronic, to find the citations for an essay. For example, a book on the subject of gothic landscape may contain an essay about Edgar Allan Poe.  You can find essays using the Essay & General Literature Index which began in print in 1900.  An electronic version begins coverage from 1985.  The electronic version is available on the literature subject guide that is available from the LRC homepage.
essay title: _______________________________________________________________________


source: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is the citation for a book, a journal article, or another type of source? ______________________

If you need help on this question look at http://www.tcc.edu//lrc/pubs/citeread.doc 

7. You can find books in library catalogs.  But if you find a journal citation and need the full text, where can you locate a copy of the article?  Using the following journal citation, answer the following questions:

Worley, Jeff. "What the earth gives up. (poem)." The Literary Review 41.n1 (Fall 1997): 92(1). 

a. Find it online: Use Publication Name Search (LRC Home > Databases of Articles > Publication Name Search) to identify databases that contain this cited source.  Clicking the 

 icon provides information about the journal location.
b. Find it in print: Using the title of the journal search the TCC library catalog.  Which campus holds this title for the year you need? _____________________________________________
LIBRARY CATALOGS

Books and journal articles are available from other libraries.  Virginia Tidewater Consortium Cards and Interlibrary Loan services are available for TCC students.  You can use WorldCat to search multiple libraries at one time when doing research.

8. Use TCC’s or another local library’s catalog to find material on your topic using information such as your author’s last name, title of work, or topic.  For example:  Faulkner and bear, or Faulkner and Southern literature, or Faulkner and Criticism.  Write the citation information (author, title, place of publication, publisher, and date) of the item you found:

citation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 


RESOURCES AVAILABLE ONLY IN PRINT FORMAT

Many classic literary research sources are available only in print format, since not all resources have been digitized and made available electronically. You may need to consult printed resources to locate the best information for your research. From TCC’s LRC home page, under subject guides, click literature then "about print resources".  For this section of the worksheet you must visit a library.  
9. Use the library catalog to locate any book on your topic in the library’s reference collection.  You need to cite the source you use and describe what you find.  Do not hesitate to ask for a librarian’s assistance.  
citation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

description: __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(biographical information on the author, critical interpretation, plot summary, character analysis, etc.) 

10. Locate a book that contains critical analysis of your literary work.  You need to cite the source you use and describe what you find.  (hint: use the word criticism in your search) 

citation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________


description: __________________________________________________________________________


Congratulations!  You’ve gotten a great start on your paper.  
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