FLASH Controversial Topics

Name: ___________________________  Date: ________ 

Instructor: ______________________________________

Librarian Signature: _____________________________

YOUR TOPIC _____________________________  (for example, homework, study skills, pets, nutrition, etc.)
1. What key concepts and terms describe the information you need?  Write 3 concepts or key words related to your topic: 

__________________   __________________   __________________ 

2. From the Controversial Topics subject guide (http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/guides/contro.htm) find an article in one of the databases. View or print the article you found to complete this exercise. Write 3 pieces of citation information (author of the article, title of article, title of journal/magazine/source, date, pages, and database you used) from the article you found:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Hint: When citing resources for papers you have to have them formatted correctly.  Our Writing Assignments subject guide will help you.  (http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/guides/research.htm)
3. General information sources, such as encyclopedias, increase your general knowledge of your topic and may help you frame your controversy.  Use the Gale Virtual Reference Library on the library's Controversial Topics subject guide (http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/guides/contro.htm).
Write the article title: _______________________________________________________

Write the title of the source: __________________________________________________

4. To gather reliable information you need to examine and compare information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

a) Does your article cite the author’s name?

Yes     No

b) Does your article cite a publisher?


Yes     No

c) If you needed a current article, is the date current?
Yes     No



5. Use the library catalog to find a book on your topic.  Write the title and call number and campus of the book you found: 


____________________________________________________________________________
6. Answer the following questions about library services:

a. The library is a place to read books, magazines, borrow music CDs and movie DVDs, 
True
False 

study, make copies, use the Internet, and visit between classes.

b. Your TCC ID card is the same card you use to check out library materials. 

True
False 

c. Library databases provide free access to information that you might have to pay for 
True 
False

on the Internet.

d. You can access library databases from off campus using your TCC login and 

True
False

password. 
 

e. Librarians will gladly assist you in person, by phone, email, or chat using LRCLive.
True
False
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