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SELECTING INFORMATION SOURCES
1. Answer the following questions about library services:

a. The library is a place to read books, magazines, borrow music CDs and movie DVDs, 
True
False 

               study, make copies, use the Internet, and visit between classes.

b. Your TCC ID card is the same card you use to check out library materials. 

True
False 

c. Library databases provide free access to information that you might have to pay for 
True 
False

               on the Internet.

d. You can access library databases from off campus using your TCC login and 

True
False

                password. 
 

e. Librarians will gladly assist you in person, by phone, email, or chat using LRCLive.
True
False

2. Name two ways a library database is different from an internet search engine.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


3. Circle the intended audience for each information resource below.
Magazine




Experts/Researchers
    General Audience

Academic Journal



Experts/Researchers
    General Audience
Internet Blog   



Experts/Researchers
    General Audience

DEVELOPING A SEARCH STRATEGY

4. You are looking for articles and books on whether smoking should be banned from public areas. Write 3 words or phrases you can search in the library catalog or databases to get information on the topic.

____________________     _____________________     ____________________
USING THE LIBRARY DATABASES
5.  Name 2 databases that would be useful for your research project:
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

USING THE LIBRARY CATALOG
6. As a TCC student, how can you get a book even if TCC does not own it? Circle the correct response below:

a. Complete a form for an interlibrary loan.

b. Apply for and use a Virginia Tidewater Consortium card.

c. Use my public library card.

d. Any of the above.
7. Books and other library materials can be found using the library catalog. A typical book display looks like this:
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            Using the numbers on the example, identify these parts of the citation:

Author: ____________________

Place of Publication: _____________

Title: ______________________

Publisher: ______________________

Pages: _____________________

Date: __________________________

Circle the call number of the book.

Is the book reference or circulating? _______________

EVALUATING YOUR SOURCES
8. To gather reliable information you need to examine and compare information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias. Use an article you found in a database and answer the following:
1. Does your article cite the author’s name?

Yes     No

2. Does your article cite a publisher?


Yes     No

3. If you needed a current article, is the date current?
Yes     No

4. Are references cited at the end of the article?

Yes     No

5. Is the article intended for college students?

Yes     No

6. Is the writing style clear and organized?

Yes     No

7. Is the article relevant to your topic?


Yes     No

8. What is the purpose of the article?

Persuade        Inform        Entertain      Sell something    Other

CITING YOUR SOURCES
9. Find a credible website on your subject. Cite the website using your instructor’s preferred citation format.  _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________
10.  Use the article you found in a library database for your research project. Cite the article using your instructor’s preferred citation format.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________
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