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Funeral Services Program Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes


Thursday, January 31, 2008


I. Call to Order and Roll Call – 6:00 PM 
A. Members present (Quorum Established)
1. Ms. K. Carter Bell 

2. Mr. Ray Murray 

3. Mr. R. Hayden Smith

4. Ms. Billie Watson Hughes

5. Mr. Frank Thornton

6. Mr. Christopher Wilson

7. Mrs. Donna Alexander

8. Mr. Larry Hemingway

9. Mr. Dan Reukauf

10. Mrs. Kimberly Jones 

11. Mr. Joseph “Frank” Walton

II. New Business

A. Election of Officers

1. Elections were conducted and by majority vote, Ms. K. Carter Bell was elected Chairman, Mr. Ray Murray was elected Vice-Chairman, and Mrs. Kimberly Jones was elected Recorder.

B. Review of By-Laws

1. Mr. Walton reviewed all of the by-laws that will govern the Advisory Committee and question regarding were answered.

C. State of the Program Update

1. Enrollment – has increased since sponsorship has transferred from Norfolk State University to Tidewater Community College.  Continued mechanisms of recruitment were discussed.

2. Accreditation – Mr. Walton advised the committee of the upcoming visit by members of the American Board of Funeral Service Education.  Additional information will be provided to the Advisory Board upon completion of the visit. 

3. Curriculum – Discussion ensued in regard to the omission of English Composition II in order to compensate for Business Law.  Concerns were raised in regard to omitting the English component and thus compromising the benefit of proper grammar, diction, and syntax.  Additionally, discussion continued in regard to the amount of material that must be covered in Funeral Service Law and Business Law. All pros and cons were heard and considered.
Discussion Omission of ENG 112

 Mr. Smith expressed great concern regarding the omission of such an important subject.  Other members agreed

Mr. Thornton pointed out the importance of knowing the elements of business law and stated that in his opinion (while he is not minimizing the importance of being able to be articulate), if students are able to acquire the necessary elements in ENG 111, then he would like to see more emphasis on business law.

Discussion tabled until further review by the curriculum committee.

4. Recruitment and Retention – In an effort to boost retention and continue recruitment, members of the Advisory Board were applauded for students recommended to the program and encouraged to send more where applicable.  Additionally, members of the board stated their willingness to come to open forums and address students in regard to the industry, professionalism, and proper funeral service etiquette. 

5. NFDA Workshop – Advisory Board Members were advised by Mr.  Walton that the National Funeral Directors Association will be coming to TCC to offer continuing education hours during the spring break for the college (March 10-15).  A select number of Advisory Board members will be able to attend at no cost.  

III. Old Business

A. No old business from TCC to report

IV. Adjournment
Motion – Mrs. Alexander

Second – Mrs. Hughes
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