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FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM 

A Bibliography for Black History Month, February 2007 
Learning Resources Center 

 
BOOKS 
 
Blight, David W., ed. Passages to Freedom: The Underground Railroad in History and 

Memory. Washington: Smithsonian Books, 2004. E450.P27 2004 Chesapeake, 
Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach campuses 

 
Camp, Stephanie. Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women and Everyday Resistance in the 

Plantation South. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina P., 2004. E443.C3 
2004. Virginia Beach campus 

 
Davis, David Brion. Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World. 

New York: Oxford P, 2006. E441.D2495 2006. Virginia Beach campus 
 
Dunway, Wilma A. The African-American Family in Slavery and Emancipation. New 

York: Cambridge U. P., 2003. E443.D86 2003. Chesapeake and Norfolk 
campuses 

 
Foner, Eric. Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction. New York: 

Knopf, 2005.  E668.F655 2005. Chesapeake, Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach 
campuses 

 
Franklin, John Hope. From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans. New 

York: Knopf, 2000. E185.F825 2000. Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and 
Virginia Beach campuses 

 
Franklin, John Hope. In Search of the Promised Land: A Slave Family in the Old South. 

New York: Oxford P., 2006. E444.F825 2006. Chesapeake and Virginia Beach 
campuses 

 
Griffler, Keith P. Front Line of Freedom: African Americans and the Forging of the 

Underground Railroad in the Ohio Valley. Lexington: University Press of 
Kentucky, 2004. E450.G82 2004. Portsmouth campus 

 

A lit lantern was one the 
symbols that a home was 
a safe stop on the 
Underground Railroad. 
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Guelzo, Allen C. Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation: The End of Slavery in America. 
New York: Simon & Schuster, 2004.  E453.G9 2004. Portsmouth campus 

 
Gutman, Herbert. The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, 1750-1925. New York: 

Pantheon Books, 1976. E185.86.G77.  Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth and 
Virginia Beach campuses 

 
Hahn, Steven. A Nation Under Our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the Rural South, 

from Slavery to the Great Migration. Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard 
U. P., 2005. E18.2.H15 2005. Virginia Beach campus 

 
Klingaman, William K.  Abraham Lincoln and the Road to Emancipation, 1961-1865. 

New York: Viking, 2001. E457.2.K57 2001. Chesapeake campus 
 
McPherson, James M. The Struggle for Equality; Abolitionists and the Negro in the Civil 

War and Reconstruction. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton U. P., 1964.  E449.M394. 
Chesapeake and Portsmouth campuses 

 
Levy, Andrew. The First Emancipator: The Forgotten Story of Robert Carter, the 

Founding Father Who Freed His Slaves. New York: Random House, 2005.  
F229.C34L48 2005. Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach 
campuses 

 
Oakes, James. Slavery and Freedom: An Interpretation of the Old South. New York: 

Knopf,  1990, 1998  E441.O15 1998 Norfolk campus,  E441.O19 1990 
Portsmouth campus. 

 
Reynolds, David S. John Brown, Abolitionist: The Man Who Killed Slavery, Sparked the 

Civil War and Seeded Civil Rights. New York: Alfred Knopf, 2005. E451.R49 
2005.  Chesapeake, Portsmouth, and Virginia Beach campuses 

 
Thomas, Velma Maia. Freedom’s Children: the Journey from emancipation into the 

Twentieth Century. New York: Crown Pub., 2000. E453.T48 2000. Norfolk 
campus 

 
Vorenberg, Michael. Final Freedom, the Abolition of Slavery and the Thirteenth 

Amendment. New York: Cambridge U. P. 2001. E452.V67 2001. Chesapeake and 
Virginia Beach campuses 

 
Williams, Heather Andrea. Self-taught: African American Education in Slavery and 

Freedom. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina P., 2005. LC2802.H731 
2004. Chesapeake, Norfolk, and Virginia Beach campuses 
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Zilversmit, Arthur. The First Emancipation; The Abolition of Slavery in the North. 
Chicago: University of Chicago P, 1967. E446.Z5. Chesapeake and Virginia 
Beach campuses 

 
MEDIA 
 
Africans in America: America’s Journey through Slavery. Boston, MA: WGBH 

Educational Foundation for PBS, 1998. E441.A37 1998.  Norfolk, Portsmouth, 
and Virginia Beach campuses 

 
Amistad. Universal City, CA: Dreamworks, 1998. E447.A44, 1997. Portsmouth campus 
 
Slavery and the Making of America. New York: Ambrose Video Pub., 2004. E441.H731 

2004 Chesapeake, Norfolk, and Virginia Beach Campuses 
 
Freedom’s Land: Canada and the Underground Railroad. New York: CBC Home Video, 

2004.  E450.F65 2004.  Portsmouth campus 
 
Harriet Tubman. Bala Cynwyd, PA: Schlessinger Video Productions, 1992.  

E444.T82H37 1992. Norfolk campus 
 
Safe Harbor.  North East, PA: Main Street Media, 2003.  E450.S33 2003. Portsmouth 

campus 
 
Sojourner Truth: Anti-Slavery Activist. Bala Cynwyd, Pa: Schlessinger Video 

Productions, 1992.  E185.97.T88S68 1992. Norfolk campus 
 
Underground Railroad. Burlington, VT: A & E Home Video, 2002.  E450.U53 2002. 

Portsmouth campus 
 
Whispers of Angels: A Story of the Underground Railroad.  Janson Media, 2004.  

E450.W57. Virginia Beach campus 
 
 
WEB SITES 
 
Abolitionist - http://www.afgen.com/slave1.html - Documents and articles on the 

abolition of slavery in the U.S., including text of 19th-century speeches and some 
contemporary material. 

 
Death or Liberty: Gabriel, Nat Turner and John Brown - 

http://www.lva.lib.va.us/whoweare/exhibits/DeathLiberty/ - from the Virginia 
State Library an exploration of three 19th-century events in Virginia that focused 
America's attention on slavery: Gabriel's Conspiracy, Nat Turner's Rebellion, and 
John Brown's Raid on Harpers Ferry.  
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Freedmen and Southern Society Project – www.history.umd./Freedmen/ - documenting 

the history of emancipation during the era of the American Civil War in the words 
of the participants. 

 
From Slavery to Freedom: The African-American Pamphlet Collection, 1924-1909 –  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aapchtml/  -From the Library of Congress 
collection, pamphlets published by African American authors and others who 
wrote about slavery, African colonization, emancipation and reconstruction. 

 
Harriet Tubman - http://womenshistory.about.com/library/weekly/aa020419a.htm   

Biography of a woman who was a fugitive slave, Underground Railroad 
conductor, Civil War nurse and soldier, Women’s rights advocate and social 
reformer. 

 
Slavery and Freedom Literature / Abolitionist and Slavery Literature - 

http://faculty.pittstate.edu/~knichols/sistahs.html Kathleen L. Nichols' extensive 
resource guide prepared for a class taught at Pittsburgh State University. 

 
Voices from the Days of Slavery – http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices - 

sound recording of former slaves describing their lives from the Library of 
Congress. 

 
 


