
FLASH Seven Help 

1. If you have problems with this question, ask a staff member to help you.


2. This question is designed to help you think about a variety of words to use in your search.  Not only the words describing your topic, but words that help you focus or expand.  For example, if I’m researching the lottery I could get fewer results if I narrow my search by adding the words Virginia, economic, or minors.  The more words I use, the narrower my search becomes.  If I need more results instead of using “economic aspects of minors playing the lottery in Virginia” I might use fewer words “lottery and Virginia”.   Also try thinking of words that mean the same thing such as “adolescent”, “youth”, “juvenile”, or “teen”.  A thesaurus would be a great tool to use. http://www.bartleby.com/62/
3. Getting background information on your topic helps you define your search, learn terminology, and decide if you topic is a good one for your assignment. There are many specialized reference sources printed and online. These resources will usually subdivide a broad topic into many subtopics and can help you focus and narrow your topic. Be sure to note any additional resources that are mentioned Use our LRC home page to begin your task of answering this question.  

4. This is a good time to explore our databases on page http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/indexes/dbsub.htm.  Try doing your search with different words.  Most of the databases will list subject terms, topics, or descriptors that relate to your search and they can be used to broaden or narrow your search. Use the print feature of the database you select to print the article.
5. Not all citations contain all pieces of information.  Wouldn’t you question a report that an author didn’t sign? Academic journals, magazines and newspapers have unique parts to their citations. An academic journal article may have several authors while a magazine article may not list an author because a team of people wrote it. An online journal article citation may include the publisher of the database.  A glossary of library terms is available at http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/pubs/terms.pdf
6. This is a picture of a book record in the library catalog.  It is full of information you can use to locate the book. Keep in mind books can be sent from campus to campus if that is more convenient for you. If you find a citation of a great resource that TCC doesn’t own, contact your librarian to see if the material may be borrowed from another library.
7. This exercise gives you practice using the library catalog.  The library catalog is available from the LRC home page http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/index.htm.   There are hints for searching below the search box and there is also a help button that can provide additional information.

Visit TCC’s AskALibrarian http://www.tcc.edu/lrc/askalib.htm page if you need further assistance. 
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