Robyn Lowe, a massage therapist from Virginia Beach, is converting her 1983 Mercedes-Benz SL to run on biodi

DRIVEN TO LEARN

State-of-the-art classrooms put TCC’s
new automotive center in the fast lane

By Larry Printz
The Virginian-Pilot

CHESAPEAKE

When gas prices hit $4 a
gallon last summer, Robyn
Lowe of Virginia Beach de-
cided to cut her fuel costs by
converting a gasoline car to
run on biodiesel.

She settled on a 1983 Mer-
cedes-Benz SL roadster, be-

cause, she says, “it’s a cute lit-
tle convertible sports car.”

Then she found out what
her mechanic thought of
her idea.

“He looked at me and said,
‘I don’t work on diesels. You
want a diesel? You'll have to
learn to work on it yourself,’”
Lowe recalled.

So she has, with the help
of Tidewater Community Col-

lege, where she is enrolled in
the automotive technology
program.

She bought a 1983 Mer-
cedes-Benz 300SD for parts,
pulled its engine and trans-
mission, and rebuilt and in-
stalled them into her little
blue roadster. Now $5,000
into the project, Lowe hopes
to have her car finished by the
end of the semester.

“Most people would have
bailed on this project by
now,” admitted Bud Bruegge-
man, head of TCC’s automo-
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tive technology program .

Lowe was one of the stu-
dents on hand Monday at the
dedication of TCC’s new Re-
gional Automotive Center.

Located in Oakbrooke Busi-
ness and Technology Center
just north of Great Bridge
in Chesapeake, the 30,690-
square-foot center replaces
a 3,500-square-foot facility
that TCC had been renting
in the Greenbrier section of
the city.
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ity College.

TCC’S

automotive center
Located in the Oakbrooke
Business & Technology
Center, 600 Innovation Drive,
Chesapeake

Size 30,690 square feet
Cost $10.1 million
Service bays 15
Classrooms Nine

Manufacturer training
programs American Honda,
Chrysler, Toyota and Volvo
Penta

More information
822-1122, (800) 371-0898
or www.tcc.edu







