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‘A financial
bargain for
university
students

Summers find more at
4-year schools turning
to community colleges

BY DANIEL DE VISE

Sean Daly’s friends in Potomac spend
their summer days planning their sum-
mer nights, savoring three months of
freedom from the college grind.

But Daly returned home from Loyola
Marymount University in Los Angeles
and headed straight to the lecal commu-
nity college for more classes.

Community colleges in the Washing-
ton region are doing brisk business this
summer with students from four-year
universities. The students are taking ad-
vantage of increasingly flexible transfer
policies to load up on cheap, convenient
credits that will help them graduate
more quickly and at a lower expense.

Prince George’s Community College
enrolled 136 students from four-year col-
leges this summer, nearly double last
year’s number. Tidewater Community
College in Virginia has 2,150 four-year
college students, up 14 percent. Mont-
gomery College has 3,100 four-year col-
lege students, about one-quarter of its
summer enrollment. No comparison
with last year’s enrollment was available.

“The community college is part of the
rhythm of four-year college attendance,
more and more,” said Cliff Adelman, a
senior associate with the Institute for
Higher Education Policy.

The growing role of two-year colleges
is part of a broader trend. Three-fifths of
those who earn bachelor’s degrees attend
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