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if you go
Admission to all
ovents is froe.

Kay Ryan, keynote
speaker, ninth TCC
Literary Festival,
with reception and
book signing.

7 p.m. Monday, TCC
Roper Performing
Arts Center, 340
Granby St Norfolk.
{7570 822-1122;
www.tcc.edu.

TUESDAY

12:30 p.m.: Norfolk,
New Portsmouth,
Virginia Beach
campuses: readings
by students and
faculty.

7 p.m.: Performance
poctry by Taylor
Mali, who studied
drama at Oxford
with members of the
Royal Shakespeare
Academy, is one

of the first poets

on HBO's “Russel|
Simmons Presents
Def Poetry”™ and was
in the documentary
“SlamNation.” TCC
Roper Performing
Arts Center, 340
Granby St Norfolk.
Books: “The Last
Time as We Are,”
“What Learning
Leaves,”

WEDNESDAY

2 p.m.: Readings
by students and
faculty: Chesapeake
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SKILLFUL DISTILLER OF THE ORDINARY

“THE BEST OF IT: New and
sebected Poems”

Kay Ryan

Grove Press. 288 pp. 524

OYOU ENJOY do-
D ing the newspaper
crossword puzzle in
the morning to get your
brain perking with vour
coffee? Then Kay Ryan is
a poet you will relish.

She has a delightful way
with words, a lively wit
and a knack for defining
things. Keep vour diction-
ary handy, and be ready to
solve some poetic puzzles
and receive excellent ad-
vice, as in this brief verse:
“Intention":

Intention doesn't sweet-
en.
It should be picked
young

and eaten. Sometimes
anly hours

separate the cotyledon

jfrom the wooden plant.

Then if you want foeat it,

you can't.

Ryan has published sev-
en books of poetry and is
serving her second term
as U5, poet laureate. For
her eighth volume she
has selected her favorites
from her trove of works,
and added 24 new ones to
make an even 200.

Each
careful-
Iv crafted

THE BEST OF IT

be cross-
stitched
and
framed.

is fastened

exactly in place. She ties
up the threads of ideas
with a twist at the end.

There are rhymes, but
usually not at aline end.
They appear within the
brief verse just often

enough to please your ear.

Sometimes a poem

brings awareness of some-

thing you knew but never
quite stated, as in “Polish
and Balm™:

Dust develops
from inside

as well as

on top when
objects stop
being used.

No unguent
can soothe

the chap of
abandonment.
Whao knew

the polish
andﬁ Imin

i person’s
simple passage
amaong her things.
We knew she
loved them

but not what
love means.

verse could

Every word

I read with interest that
Eyan's poetry has bean
compared to Emily Dick-
inson's. Yes, I can under-
stand that. And it has been
likened to Faberge eggs
=1 guess because each
skillful marvel of work-
manship conceals a hid-
den wonder. Her subjects
come sometimes from the
animal world: the flamin-
go, osprey, turtle, miner's
canary or the elephant in
the room. Sometimes a
quote from a notable per-
son such as T.5. Eliot, An-
mie Dillard, Chagall or Ri-
pleyv's Believe It or Not is
the inspiration. Science,
the weather, geological
formations, stardust, and
snippets of history about
Easter Island or the pha-
raohs of Egypt can be
used in original ways. And
more other things than
you can imagine. But she
can, and does.

Kav REvan has received
numerous awards and fel-
lowships, but she is a very
private person. She isa
powerful advecate for
community colleges and
makes her living as a re-
medial reading professor
at Marin County Commu-
nity College in California.

Edith R. White iz a Norfolk
librarian, storyeeller and
artist.



7 p.m.: Readings

by Charles Wright,
winner of a Pulitzer
Prize, a National
Book Award and
the Ruth Lilly
Poetry Prize. An
Army veteran and
Fulbright Scholar,
he now teaches at
UVa. Books include
“Black Zodiac,”
“Country Music™
and, now, “Sestets.”
Whitehurst
Building, Room
2057, Chesapeake
Campus.

THURSDAY

12:30 p.m.: Nikki
Giovanni, Advanced
Technology Center,
Virginia Beach

7 p.m.: Nikki
Giovanni, Building
A, The Forum, New
Portsmouth Campus
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FREEWHEELING ALONG LOVE'S PATH

“BICYCLES: Love Poems”
Nikki Giovanni
HarperCollins. 109 pp. $11.99.

IKKIGIOVANNI

begins her small

collection of brief
poems - 65 in all - with
this: “Bicycles: because
love requires trust and
balance.”

On the cover is Giovanni
with her red bike. She isa
slim, attractive, vivacious
woman with close-cropped
gray hair and a friend-
ly smile. Her fresh, sassy,
bouncing poems seem to
roll out like a bicycle spin-
ning down hill. And they
are all about love.

Many of the verses
that coast down the page
make a pattern no wider
than a bicycle track. Just
a few words per line, as in
“Friends in Love."

Times change
Jobs change

Friends
remain
Forever

We age
We sage
Friends
laugh
Together

We sigh

We cry
Friends in love
Completely

Hands and hearts
Tied up as one

In this package
Neatly

There are sweetly erot-
ic poems as in “Love (And
the Meaning of Love)™:

I wanted to
But you couldn’t

I hoped
But you wouldn’t

I understood
Why we shouldn't

So you declined
And we didn't

But it would
Have been fun

If we would've

A few more serious
selections - “I Am the
Ocean" or “Everything
Good Is Simple,” for in-
stance - are wider on the
page, and there are a few
box-shaped prose poems.

A wide variety of sub-
jects are touched on
-such as jazz, family,
clothes, blues, heaven,
food, books, introspec-
tion and so much more.
Some have the rhythm of
those jump rope chants
we used to sing. She man-
ages to combine the wit of
Dr. Seuss, the catchy non-
sense of Mother Goose,
and the wisdom and ener-
gy of Walt Whitman. Add
to that some raspy blues,

See GIOVANNI PAGET
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