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Nikki Giovanni Among Poets
Featured At TCC Literary Festival
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Poet Nikki Giovanni will be in
Norfolk on April 8th for TCC’s
annual Literary Festival. I had an
opportunity recently to chat with
her about her lifetime’s works
as one of America’s most well-
known and celebrated poets. From
her arrival onto the literary field
during the 1960s to the present day,
Giovanni’s poetry has endeared
her to generations of poetry
enthusiasts. Even those not so
enthused about poetry have found
her poems entertaining, insightful
and passionately witty. Her
upcoming readings at the Literary
Festival will surely be a highlight
of events for many students and
area residents.

Nikki Giovanni

It becomes clear early in talking
with Giovanni that here is a woman
who has embraced whatever

challenges life has presented to
her, has overcome the bumpiest
bumps and enjoyed the ride. Our
conversation = flows freely, and
she interjects occasional laughter
amid serious talk about her poetic
bend and how she delivers it to the
world.

Her casual conversation with
me flows as poetically as do her
poems and prosaic works which
encourages me to identify her as
a living breathing poem, as if that
were possible.

Giovanni starts by claiming a
natural birthright, of sorts, to a
conversational poetic style that
comes out of a storytelling tradition.
She is Appalachian by birth, an
East Tennessean where “we all are
storytellers,” she tells me.

...see Giovanni, page 9






