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William Paquette

PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, TIDEWATER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

William Paquette was selected for a National
Endowment for the Humanities Landmark Grant
and an innovation award for online teaching.

AN INTEREST IN GENEALOGY

I am directly descended
from four Mayflower i
passengers through my
mother’s line of descent.
Edward Fuller, his wife,
and their son, Samuel,
came on the Mayflower,
along with Edward’s
brother, Dr. Samuel Fuller.
I'm also descended through
Mayflower passenger
Isaac Allerton.I have
served the Virginia Society
of Mayflower Descendants
as assistant historian,
historian, deputy governor
and now governor. I also
chair the education office
of the General Society of
Mayflower Descendants.
On my father’s side I am
descended from Etienne
Pasquier, the original
name, who came to Quebec
in 1660, Isaac Paquet, who
came to Quebec in 1664,
and Jean Cote, who settled
in Quebec in 1635.My
interest in genealogy has
revealed collateral family
ties to five presidents:
John Adams, John Quincy
Adams, U.S. Grant, George
H.W. Bush and George W.
Bush and the late Queen
Mother Elizabeth.I’'m also
a member of the Sons of
Union Veterans and qualify
for Sons of the American
Revolution, both through
my maternal lines.

ROLE AS PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

I have doctorates in
education and history, both
from Emory University
in Atlanta. During my
career I’ve taught private
school and at colleges and
universities. I'm currently
professor of history at
the Portsmouth Campus
of Tidewater Community
College. The courses I
teach are U.S. History,
Western Civilization and
World Civilization.

My interest in histo-
ry stems from having ex-
cellent high school history
teachers in New York state.

Among the challenges
of being a teacher today is
that many. of my students
do not read with compre-
hension.

They are visual learners
and lack adequate writing
and research skills. Often
they must be taught basic
learning skills.

It is important to pull stu-
dents into history by en-
couraging them to write
family histories and pur-
sue areas of historical in-
terest. It is always impor-
tant to make history inter-
esting, relevant and to use
the latest updates. The stu-
dents I teach now range in
age from 17 to 75.

ACCOMPLISHED AUTHOR,
TRAVELER

I have published more
than 130 articles and six
books and serve as a con-

- sultant to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education, the U.S.
Institute of Peace and to
major textbook publishers.

Some of my books include
“The Root Family of Bo-
livar, N.Y.”; “Suffolk, Vir-
ginia: A Pictorial Histo-
ry”; “Suffolk: A Celebration
of History”; and “United
States Colored Troops from
Lower Tidewater in the Civ-
il War.” |

1 have traveled to China,
Japan and most western,
central and northern Euro-
pean countries for study.

I've also spent consid-
erable time studying the
Maya and Aztec cultures of
Mexico. y

I’m an amateur photogra-
pher and have an interest
in the history of royal fam-
ilies.

I’ve met with the king and
queen of Romania, the king
of Bulgaria and members of
the British royal family.






