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U.VA. SELECTS
FIRST FEMALE
PRESIDENT

She is praised for
depth of knowledge
aboul higher ed

By Denise Watson Batts
The Virginian-Pilot

Forty years after enrolling
its first class of undergraduate
women, the University of Vir-
ginia on Monday selected Te-
resa A. Sullivan, the provost at
the University of Michigan, as
its first female president.

Sullivan, 60, will replace
Portsmouth-born John T. Cas-
teen III, who will retire Aug. 1
after leading one of the nation’s

top public universities for 20
years. She will receive an an-
nual compensation package of
$680,000.

John O. “Dubby” Wynne,
rector of the Board of Visitors,
called Sullivan “an extraordi-
nary talent who brings to the
university an enormous depth
and breadth of experience in
every aspect of public higher
education.”

Wynne said Sullivan is well-
versed in the inner workings
of a school’s daily operations.
She also knows how to sup-
port a second campus, such
as UVa’s College at Wise, and
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her salary

Sullivan will
receive a salary of
$485,000, deferred
compensation

of $180,000 and
car allowance of
$15,000, for a total
compensation of
$680,000.
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Teresa A. Sullivan, seen Monday in Charlottesville, said she was drawn to the University of Virginia because of its rich
history and academic legacy. Sullivan’s husband will be joining the faculty at the university’s School of Law.

uva. | Her work focuses on labor force demography
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has experience in manag-
ing risk.

During a news conference
Monday, Sullivan said, “This
is really one of the jewels of
higher education in the Unit-
ed States.”

She said she was drawn
to the university founded
by Thomas Jefferson be-
cause of its rich history and
academic legacy. At Michi-
gan, Wynne said, Sullivan
is known as the “provost on
the prowl"” for the way she
circulates around the cam-
pus. Sullivan said she looked
forward to doing the same on
the Grounds.

“I am truly honored to
be selected to serve,” Sul-
livan said.

Deborah DiCroce, presi-
dent of Tidewater Commu-

r Co sawd she looks
forward to working with Sul-
livan and noted that the new
UVa. leader will join a hand-
ful of women college presi-
dents in the state,

“By all indications, the
Board of Visitors has hit a
home run,” DiCroce said.

Wynne admitted that the
19-member search commit-
tee had an almost impossi-
ble wish list for a new pres-
ident.

The committee wanted a
strong educator who could
ensure the school's long-term
financial health; complete its
$3 billion fundraising cam-
paign; increase funded re-

B “My high
school was the

first in Mississippi
to integrate. We
were all touched

by those times.
They were what led
me to become a
sociologist.”

Teresa A. Sullivan, University
of Virginia's first female
president, in a statement

search in the sciences, tech-
nology and engineering; and
sustain the focus on diversi-
ty, among other goals.

Wynne said they've found
what they were looking for in
Sullivan. The Board of Vis-
itors elected her in a unani-
mous vote,

Sullivan went to the Uni-
versity of Michigan in 2006,
where she also serves as ex-
ecutive vice president for ac-
ademic affairs and chief bud-
getofficer. She oversees $1.5
billion of the school's $5.4 bil-
lion annual budget. She has
44 direct reports, including
deans of 19 schools and col-
leges.

Before coming to Michi-
gan, Sullivan spent 27 years
at the University of Texas at
Austin.

Sullivan was raised in the
South during the time of de-

segregation - in Little Rock,
Ark., until she was 13, and
then in Jackson, Miss., until
she went to college.

“My high school was the
first in Mississippi to inte-
grate,” she said in a state-
ment released Monday after-
noon. “We were all touched
by those times. They were
what led me to become a so-
ciologist.”

She has continued to teach
and publish throughout her
career and is the author or
co-author of six books and
more than 80 scholarly ar-
ticles and chapters.

Her research focuses on
labor force demography,
and her most recent work
explores the question of
who files for bankruptcy
and why.

Sullivan is married to
Douglas Laycock, who will
Join the School of Law fac-
ulty. Sullivan said Monday
that her husband’s family
has Virginia roots, includ-
ing his mother, who grew
up in Richmond.

John Nelson, the stu-
dent council president who
served on the search com-
mittee, said in a statement
that he appreciated Sulli-
van's understanding of stu-
dent self-governance.

“It's clear that she cares
deeply about students,” he
said.

Denise Watson Batts,
(757) 446-2504,
denise.batts@pilotonline.com

Teresa A. Sullivan

Current job Provost and
executive vice president
for academic affairs at the
University of Michigan until
July 31.

Age 60

Education Bachelor's
degree from James
Madison College and The
Honors College, Michigan
State University, 1970;
master’s degree from the
University of Chicago, 1972;
and doctorate from the
University of Chicago, 1975

Family Married to Douglas
Laycock, who will join
the university's School of
Law. They have two sons,
Joseph, 29, who is working
on his doctorate at Boston
University, and John, 22,
a recent graduate of the
University of Chicago.



