Outstanding Paper Competition

This year at the Annual Conference, the Outstanding Paper Awards Committee of SACCR will select up to three papers to receive Outstanding Paper Awards.  In addition to a handsome, framed certificate and the admiration and respect of their SACCR colleagues, Outstanding Paper Award recipients receive a cash stipend to represent SACCR in the Distinguished Paper Sessions at one of the following:

· The Southern Association of Institutional Research (SAIR) Annual Conference to be held in Crystal City, VA, October 14-17, 2006.

· The American Education Research Association (AERA) Annual Conference to be held in Chicago, IL, April 9-13, 2007.
· The Association for Institutional Research (AIR) Forum to be held in Kansas City, MO, June 2-6, 2007.  

Deadline for paper submission is June 15, 2006.   Please email submissions to:

Larry L. Day
theday@sbcjc.cc.ms.us

To be considered, papers must be prepared according to standard accepted professional journal format and style (APA, Chicago, or MLA.) and must include ALL of the following elements:

· A brief cover letter

· A research-based paper (approx. 2000 words) which includes:

· Cover page with the title of the paper, name(s) and affiliation of the author(s)

· Abstract

· Description of Methodology

· Results

· Conclusion

· Bibliography

The following criteria will be used by the Outstanding Paper Awards Committee to evaluate all submissions:

· Theoretical or Conceptual Framework for the Study

· Is the theoretical framework logical and/or well reasoned?  

· Is there a theoretical justification for the approach used in the study?

· Are major study concepts clearly operational?

· Is an adequate review of the literature provided?

· Methodology

· Is the methodology clear enough to allow this study to be replicated?  

· Is the methodology sound and in accordance with established practice?

· Does the methodology afford a new or novel approach to data conceptualization and/or data analysis?

· Organization of the Paper

· Does the paper have clarity of exposition?

· Does the paper have a cohesive narrative?

· Does the paper use the proper format components (APA, Chicago, MLA, etc.)?

· Relevance of the Topic to IR Discipline and/or Contribution to the Field of IR

· Does this paper have implications for the field of IR?
Note:  To be eligible for the cash stipend, award recipients must (1) present their outstanding paper at the SACCR annual conference; and (2) represent SACCR at the prescribed Distinguished Paper Sessions.
