
Funeral Service (155)  
  
 

TCC Website: https://www.tcc.edu/programs/funeral-service/#funeral-service  

Program Information: https://apollo.tcc.edu/pls/apex/f?p=122:32:9886061401918:::NO:P32_CUR_GUIDE_ID:1363  
 
Program Description:  
  
The Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree in Funeral Service provides an extensive program designed to prepare students for 
careers in the field of mortuary science. A diversified curriculum addresses the changing needs and demands of contemporary 
funeral directing, embalming, and business management. Entrance requirements for this program include: graduation from high 
school or completion of the GED and submission of high school transcript or GED certificate; placement or readiness for ENG 111; 
and successful completion (grades of C or better) of prerequisite courses (ACC 211, CHM 110, and FNS 121). Applicants must have 
an overall grade point average of 2.0 or higher. Students transferring from other American Board of Funeral Service Education 
(ABFSE) accredited programs must be eligible for re-enrollment in their previous program, and have an overall GPA of 2.0. Once 
prerequisite courses have been successfully completed, a Funeral Service Program Application must be completed. Students are 
also expected to have begun or declined in writing the Hepatitis-B series of shots upon entering FNS 111 and 112. Transcripts from 
other colleges attended must be sent to Tidewater Community College, Office of the College Registrar, P.O. Box 9000, Norfolk, 
Virginia, 23509. These transcripts must be evaluated before any transfer credit is granted prior to the application deadline. Credit will 
not be granted for courses taken five years or more prior to the date of enrollment.  Credit will only be granted for FNS courses taken 
at institutions accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education www.abfse.org. Following acceptance into the 
program, students must maintain a C or better in all FNS courses and in SOC 200 and PSY 116. Students will be required to have 
completed twenty-four credit hours in order to enroll in FNS 111, 112, 113, 114, 211, 212, 231, and 232. In order to take the second 
part of sequenced courses, a grade of C or better must be earned in the initial course. Students who are unsuccessful in two or more 
FNS courses will be dismissed from the program. Individuals in the Funeral Service program are required to complete the National 
Board Examination (NBE) prior to graduation. In order to receive a Funeral Service license in the Commonwealth of Virginia, an 
individual must: (1) complete an accredited program of mortuary science; (2) pass the National Board Examination; (3) complete a 
3,000 hour internship; and (4) pass the State examination Completion of the National Board Examination (NBE) is a requirement for 
graduation from the TCC Funeral Service program. The cost of the exam is $570. The Funeral Service degree program at Tidewater 
Community College is accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE), 992 Mantua Pike, Suite 108, 
Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097 (816) 233-3747. Web: www.abfse.org. National Board Examination pass rates, graduation rates, and 
employment rates for this and other ABFSE-accredited programs are available at www.abfse.org in the Directory of Accredited 
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Programs. To request a printed copy of this program's pass rates and rates, contact the Program office by e-mail at jwalton@tcc.edu, 
or by telephone at (757) 822-7074, or in person by visiting Tidewater Community College's, Virginia Beach Campus, Virginia Beach, 
VA, Building - G, Room G-138. Program Learning Outcomes: * Explain the importance of funeral service professionals in developing 
relationships with the families and communities they serve. * Identify standards of ethical conduct in funeral service practice. * 
Interpret how federal, state, and local laws apply to funeral service in order to ensure compliance. * Apply principles of public health 
and safety in the handling and preparation of human remains. * Demonstrate technical skills in embalming and restorative art that 
are necessary for the preparation and handling of human remains. * Demonstrate skills required for conducting arrangement 
conferences, visitations, services, and ceremonies. * Describe the requirements and procedures for burial, cremation, and other 
accepted forms of final disposition of human remains. * Describe methods to address the grief-related needs of the bereaved. * 
Explain management skills associated with operating a funeral establishment. * Demonstrate verbal and written communication 
skills and research skills needed for funeral service practice. Upon completion of the program, graduates will be able to: explain the 
importance of funeral service professionals in developing relationships with the families communities they serve; identify standards 
of ethical conduct in funeral service practice; interpret how federal, state, and local laws apply to funeral service in order to ensure 
compliance; apply principles of public health and safety in the handling and preparation of human remains; demonstrate technical 
skills in embalming and restorative art that are necessary for the preparation and handling of human remains; demonstrate skills 
required for conducting arrangement conferences, visitations, services, and ceremonies; describe the requirements and procedures 
for burial, cremation, and other accepted forms of final disposition of human remains; describe methods to address the grief-related 
needs of the bereaved; explain management skills associated with operating a funeral establishment; and demonstrate verbal and 
written communication skills and research skills needed for funeral service practice. The Tidewater Community College Funeral 
Service Program is designed to prepare students for entry level positions in the death care industry. This includes preparation for the 
National Board Funeral Service Exam (NBE) administered by the Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards 
(https://theconferenceonline.org/). Passage of the NBE is required by the Commonwealth of Virginia for licensure as a funeral 
service provider. If you live or move outside of Virginia, you must consult the licensing board in that state to confirm whether this 
program meets your states requirements prior to enrolling. More information on accredited mortuary programs and the NBE can be 
found at the American Board of Funeral Service Education's website www.abfse.org.  
  
State Licensure/Certification Agency: Committee on Accreditation for the American Board for Funeral Service Education 
http://www.abfse.org/  
  
Certification Licensure: National Board Examination   
  
TCC Point of Contact: Joseph Walton, jwalton@tcc.edu, (757) 822-7207  
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Program Disclosure:    
 

State  Meets  
Educational 
Requirements  
  

Does Not 
Meet 
Educational 
Requirements   

Undetermined  Links to State Licensure Body  

Alabama     X  https://fsb.alabama.gov/ 
Alaska  

  
 X  https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/portals/5/pub/Mor

tuaryStatutes.pdf 
American 
Samoa    

 X  
 https://www.americansamoa.gov/ 

Arizona     X  https://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/01322.htm 
Arkansas     X  https://insurance.arkansas.gov/uploads/pages/rnr2012.pdf 
California  

  

 X  https://www.easylawlookup.com/California-Law/Business-
Procedure-Code/Print/20233-
20507/_easylookup.blp?data=BPC&sidfw=&site=EASY&print
=&p_start=875&p_end=877&p_para=20233&p_epara=20507
&displayer=YES&site=EASY&stype=P&sterm=+&smode=AN
D&sexact=ON&spon=&prn=yes 

Colorado  
  

 X  https://www.cofda.org/site_page.cfm?pk_association_web
page_menu=7019&pk_association_webpage=18469 

Connecticut  
  

 X  https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_385.htm#sec_20
-213 

Delaware     X  https://delcode.delaware.gov/title24/c031/sc01/index.html 
District of  
Columbia    

 X 
https://dlcp.dc.gov/funeraldirectors 

Florida     X   https://www.myfloridacfo.com/division/funeralcemetery/ 
Georgia  

  
 X  https://sos.ga.gov/search?division=Licensing&board=Funer

al%20Service&type=how_to_guide&query= 
Guam     X   https://www.guam.gov/ 
Hawaii     X  https://health.hawaii.gov/san/files/2013/05/11-22.pdf 
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Idaho  
  

 X  https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title54/T
54CH11/SECT54-1109/ 

Illinois  

  

 X  https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=0
22500410HArt%2E+10&ActID=1301&ChapterID=24&SeqSta
rt=1500000&SeqEnd=2700000&Print=True 
 

Indiana  
  

 X  https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2015/ic/titles/025/article
s/015/ 

Iowa  
  

 X  https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/05-24-
2017.645.101.2.pdf 

Kansas     X https://ksbma.ks.gov/ 
Kentucky  

  
 X  https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id

=50922 
Louisiana    X  https://www.lsbefd.state.la.us/wp-

content/uploads/37.842.Minimum-Qualifications-fo-
License.pdf 

Maine  
    

X  https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/32/title32
sec1501.html 

Maryland      X  https://health.maryland.gov/bom/pdf/TTTLE_7.pdf 
Massachusett
s  

    

X  https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI
/Chapter112/Section83 

Michigan  
    

X   https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-
list/cscl/licensing/prof/mortuary 

Minnesota      X  https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/149A.20/pdf 
Mississippi      X  https://www.msbfs.ms.gov/secure/forms/SB2900SG.pdf 
Missouri      X  https://www.pr.mo.gov/embalmers.asp 
Montana      X   https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/funeral/ 
Nebraska  

    

X   https://www.nebraska.gov/rules-and-
regs/regsearch/Rules/Health_and_Human_Services_Syste
m/Title-172/Chapter-067.pdf 

Nevada      X  https://funeral.nv.gov/ 
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New  
Hampshire      

X   https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xxx/325/325-
mrg.htm 

New Jersey      X   https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/mor 
New Mexico  

    

X   https://www.rld.nm.gov/boards-and-
commissions/individual-boards-and-commissions/funeral-
services-overview/fs-licensing-services/ 

New York  
    

X   https://regs.health.ny.gov/content/section-771-academic-
requirements-funeral-director-examination 

North Carolina  
    

X  https://ncbfs.org/ 
 

North Dakota      X  https://www.funeral.nd.gov/ 
Northern  
Mariana  
Islands      

X  
 https://www.cnmilicensing.gov.mp/health-care-
professions-licensing-board/ 

Ohio      X   https://funeral.ohio.gov/ 
Oklahoma      X   https://www.ok.gov/funeral/ 
Oregon      X   https://www.oregon.gov/omcb/Pages/default.aspx 
Pennsylvania  

    
X  https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCom

missions/FuneralDirectors/Pages/default.aspx 
Puerto Rico      X   https://pr.mo.gov/embalmers.asp 
Rhode  
Island  

  X  
 https://health.ri.gov/licenses/detail.php?id=224 

South Carolina      X   https://www.llr.sc.gov/fs/ 
South Dakota     X  https://doh.sd.gov/boards/funeral/ 
Tennessee  

    
X  https://www.tn.gov/commerce/regboards/funeral.htmlhum

anrights.html 
Texas      X   https://www.tfda.com/ 
US Virgin 
Islands      

X  
 https://dpp.vi.gov/contracts/burial-cremation-services 

Utah      X   https://dopl.utah.gov/funeral-service/ 
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Vermont   

  

X  https://governor.vermont.gov/boards_and_commissions/fu
neral_service 

Virginia  X     http://www.abfse.org/     
Washington  

    

X  https://www.dol.wa.gov/business/funeralcemetery/fcboard
.html 
 

West  
Virginia      

X  https://www.wvfuneralboard.com/ 

Wisconsin  
    

X https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/BoardsCouncils/FuneralDirector
s/Default.aspx 

Wyoming    
    

X  https://fspboard.wyo.gov/ 
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