
Occupational Therapy Assistant (126) 
  
 

TCC Website: https://www.tcc.edu/programs/occupational-therapy-assistant/#occupational-therapy-assistant  

Program Information: https://apollo.tcc.edu/pls/apex/f?p=122:32:9886061401918:::NO:P32_CUR_GUIDE_ID:1260  

 Program Description:  

The Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree in Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) prepares students for entry-level 
employment as occupational therapy assistants in acute-care hospitals, in-patient and out-patient rehabilitation centers, long-term 
care facilities, developmental centers, school-based therapy programs, pediatric facilities, and mental health facilities. Graduates of 
the program are equipped to assist individuals in meeting a level of independence to perform the occupational roles necessary for 
productive living. Such roles may include tasks related to self-care, work, or leisure for those disabled by illness, accidents, or by 
developmental or psychiatric impairment. Admission to the college does not guarantee admission to the OTA program. Entrance 
requirements for this program include: successful completion of BIO 141 and ENG 111; VPT placement into MTH 154 with no co-
requisite required or successful completion of an equivalent or higher level college math class; grade point average of 2.75 or higher; 
30 hours of documented observation time in at least two separate locations with an occupational therapist (OTR) or an occupational 
therapy assistant (COTA); documented attendance of at least one OTA Program Open House within 12 months preceding program 
application; and a personal interview with the Program Staff. A writing sample may also be required for admission. For additional 
information regarding admission, continuance, and graduation requirements, go to tcc.edu (search keywords "occupational therapy 
assistant"). Individuals in the Occupational Therapy Assistant program may elect to pursue professional certification following 
completion of the A.A.S. The National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) offers a national certification 
examination for the occupational therapy assistant. After successful completion of this exam, the individual will be a Certified 
Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA). All states require licensure in order to practice; however, state licenses are usually based on 
the results of the NBCOT Certification Examination. The Occupational Therapy Assistant program is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 6116 
Executive Boulevard, Suite 200, North Bethesda, MD 208524929, phone (301) 652-AOTA, www.acoteonline.org. This program 
prepares students to sit for professional exams and/or apply for professional licensure that is required for employment in the related 
occupation in Virginia. ACOTE® accredited occupational therapy and occupational therapy assistant educational programs satisfy 
the states’ educational requirements in all states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Students graduating from an ACOTE® 
accredited occupational therapy and occupational therapy assistant educational program are eligible to take the National Board for 
Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) certification exam and apply for licensure in all states, the District of Columbia, and 
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Puerto Rico. For more information regarding state qualifications and licensure requirements, please refer to the AOTA State 
Licensure webpage (https://www.aota.org/Advocacy-Policy/State-Policy/Licensure/StateRegs.aspx).  
  
State Licensure/Certification Agency: Virginia Department of Health Professions Board of Medicine  
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/AbouttheBoard/RegulatedProfessions/OccupationalTherapy/  
  
  
Certification Licensure: Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) 
  
Point of Contact: Amanda Leo, aleo@tcc.edu, 757-822-7345  
 
Program Disclosure:    
 

State  Meets  
Educational 
Requirements  
  

Does Not 
Meet 
Educational 
Requirements   

Undetermined  Links to State Licensure Body  

Alabama     X http://www.ot.alabama.gov   
Alaska  

  
 X  https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/Professional

Licensing/PhysicalTherapyOc cupationalTherapy   
American 
Samoa    

 X   https://asbar.org/regulation/31-0421-license-required/  

Arizona     X  http://www.occupationaltherapyboard.az.gov/   
Arkansas  

  
 X  http://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/Occupationa

lTherapistandAssistant.asp x   
California     X  http://www.bot.ca.gov/   
Colorado     X  http://www.colorado.gov/DORA/Occupational_Therapy   
Connecticut  

  
 X  http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3121&q=389526&

dphNav_GID=1821&dphPN avCtr=|#MNO   
Delaware     X  https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/occupationaltherapy/   
District of  
Columbia    

 X https://dchealth.dc.gov/release/board-occupational1-
therapy-0   
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Florida     X  http://floridasoccupationaltherapy.gov/   
Georgia     X  http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/licensing/plb/36   
Guam     X  http://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/programs/occupational/   
Hawaii  

  
 X  https://apps.dopl.idaho.gov/DOPLPortal/BoardPage.aspx?B

ureau=OCT   
Idaho     X  https://online-dfpr.micropact.com/Default.aspx   
Illinois     X  http://www.in.gov/pla/ot.htm   
Indiana  

  
 X  http://idph.iowa.gov/licensure/iowa-board-of-physical-and-

occupational-therapy   
Iowa     X  http://www.ksbha.org/professions/OT.shtml   
Kansas     X http://bot.ky.gov/   
Kentucky     X  https://www.lsbme.la.gov/   
Louisiana    X  http://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/profession

s/occupational/index.html   
Maine      X  http://dhmh.maryland.gov/botp/   
Maryland      X  http://www.mass.gov/ocabr/licensee/dpl-boards/ah/   
Massachusetts      X  http://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/programs/occupational/   
Michigan  

    
X  http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-

27417_27529_27545---,00.html   
Minnesota      X  https://mn.gov/boards/occupational-therapy/   
Mississippi      X  http://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/30,0,82.html   
Missouri      X http://pr.mo.gov/octherapy.asp   
Montana      X  http://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/otp   
Nebraska  

    
X  http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Occupational-

Therapy.aspx   
Nevada      X  https://www.nvot.org/   
New  
Hampshire      

X  https://www.oplc.nh.gov/occupational-therapy-governing-
board   

New Jersey      X  https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/ot/Pages/default.aspx   
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New Mexico  

    

X  https://www.rld.nm.gov/boards-and-
commissions/individual-boards-
andcommissions/occupational-therapy   

New York      X  http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/ot/   
North Carolina      X  http://www.ncbot.org/   
North Dakota      X https://www.ndotboard.com/   
Northern  
Mariana  
Islands      

X   https://www.cnmilicensing.gov.mp/health-care-
professions-licensing-board/  

Ohio      X  https://otptat.ohio.gov/    
Oklahoma      X  http://www.okmedicalboard.org/occupational_therapists   
Oregon      X  https://www.oregon.gov/OTLB/Pages/index.aspx   
Pennsylvania  

    
X  http://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCom

missions/OccupationalThera py/Pages/default.aspx   
Puerto Rico  

    
X  http://www.salud.gov.pr/Profesionales-y-

Proveedores/Pages/default.aspx   
Rhode  
Island  

  X  
http://health.ri.gov/licenses/detail.php?id=234   

South Carolina      X  https://llr.sc.gov/ot/   
South Dakota     X http://www.sdbmoe.gov/   
Tennessee  

    
X  https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-

professional-boards/otboard.html   
Texas      X  http://www.ptot.texas.gov/occupational-therapy   
US Virgin 
Islands      

X   https://professionallicensure.siu.edu/us-virgin-islands.php  

Utah      X  https://dopl.utah.gov/ot/index.html    
Vermont   

  
X  https://www.sec.state.vt.us/professional-regulation/list-of-

professions/occupationaltherapy.aspx   
Virginia  

X    
 http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Medicine/AbouttheBoa

rd/RegulatedProfessions/ OccupationalTherapy/   
Washington  

    
X  https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/P

rofessionsNewReneworUpd ate/OccupationalTherap   
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West  
Virginia      

X  
http://www.wvbot.org/   

Wisconsin  
    

X https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/OccupationalThera
pist/Default.aspx   

Wyoming        X  https://occupationaltherapy.wyo.gov  /   
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